ORIENTAL ASSEMBLY

Friday, July 21: Up about 4.30 after disturbed
night: at first very hot, later very cold: no fever.
Got off from Serudj about 5 A.M. with a penny-
worth of bread. Ate half of it in the first hour's
walk: in another hour was in the hills: in the
plain was interested these last two days to watch
how the wind twists in spirals, often throwing up
a thin column of' dust many hundreds of feet.
This would be done on an otherwise calm day.
Walked over the hills for five hours, till I reached
the first rivulet of the Euphrates valley: great
joy: had a beautiful view from the head of the
pass of the Biridjik plain. Stopped at the water
for two hours; washed and cleaned up generally :
the first clean water I had seen since Sunday.
Then about i P.M. got going again till 3.30, when
stopped at Serudj Kopru. This is a bridge of
two arches in limestone, across a green, swift
rushing stream: from the sides of the valley just
below the bridge come strong cold water-springs.
Washed shirt ii and wrote up this account.
Biridjik about i| hours away. Ate my other
halfpennyworth of bread: feet very sore, but

Shirt ii: he was carrying a spare shirt.
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